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MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

In 2000, Sri Lanka joined 188 countries
in signing the Millennium Declaration,
which committed nations to a new global
partnership toreduce extreme poverty,and
set out a series of time-bound targets with
a deadline for 2015. These are commonly
known as the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

This publication highlights some of the key
achievements and progress Sri Lanka has
made in reaching these MDGs.
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ERADICATE EXTREME
POVERTY AND HUNGER

Poverty is.not an accident. Like slavery and apartheid, it is
man-made and can be removed by the actions of human

beings. ’ ’

- Nelson Mandela



The first MDG calls for an end to poverty and extreme hunger. It asks countries
to halve between 1990 and 2015 the proportion of people whose income is less
than $1 a day, and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger. It also asks
countries to ensure access to jobs, especially for women and young people.

Proportion of the Population Living
below the Poverty Line %
(Poverty Headcount Index)

28.8
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Sri Lanka achieved the
MDG target of halving
poverty 7 years before the
2015 deadline
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The national poverty line is set by considering

the minimum expenditure necessary per
month for a person to be able to meet their
basic needs.
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Income inequality is a concern

38%

OF THE NATIONAL

1.5%

OF THE NATIONAL

INCOME IS SHARED INCOME IS
BY THE RICHEST SHARED BY THE
10% OF THE POOREST 10% OF

DD P

POPULATION THE POPULATION

In terms of hunger, reducing the

proportion of underweight children
remains a policy priority for the U 20.7%
Government. . 0

OF CHILDREN BELOW
5YEARS IN SRI LANKA
ARE UNDERWEIGHT

4 PRIORITIES FOR N

THE WAY FORWARD 2

Tackle regional poverty
Reduce inequality in incomes

Address malnutrition amongst
children

ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER



ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL
PRIMARY EDUCATION

Let us remember: One book, one pen, one child, and one
teacher can change the world. ’ '

— Malala Yousafzai




The second MDG calls for all children to receive a complete primary
education. Primary education for Sri Lankan children is education until
Grade 5.

IN SRI LANKA, ALMOST ALL PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN ARE GOING TO SCHOOL

[} | il
§ B
| ENROLMENT RATE U
FOR PRIMARY EDUCATION U
[ |

Several years ago, children from the estate sector were less likely to go
to school than children from rural and urban areas. They dropped out of
school more often. This has started to change. More girls and boys in the
estate sector are now enrolled in primary education.

Rate of Net Enrolment in
Primary Education, by Sector: 100
2006/07 and 2013/13
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ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION



Did you know that in 1998, Sri Lanka made

education compulsory for all children
between the ages 5-14?

Because of the compulsory age of education, almost all children stayed in
school during that age period. But now it seems that some children drop

out of school after 14 years of age.

OF CHILDREN
DROP OUT BEFORE
COMPLETING O/LS

86%

OF CHILDREN WITHIN THE
AGES OF 15-16 REMAIN
IN SCHOOL

YOUTH
LITERACY
RATE

\396%
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Understand why 14% of children
are dropping out of school at the
age of 14 and take steps to
Mathematics and encourage them to stay for
English Language Ordinary Level'examinations

particularly in rural and ‘ 04
remote schools \

Increase opportunities for
students after Advance Level

O 1 examinations through more
R university places and by

Focus on improving better helping students acquire

access to quality education for skills they need for the

all children. Right now only 27% job-market

out of the 2,766 secondary

schools offer Advanced Level
science stream

02

Increase teachers for |
subjects like Science, |

PRIORITIES FOR

THE WAY
FORWARD

ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION
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PROMOTE GENDER
EQUALITY AND EMPOWER

vprecondition for meeting the challenge of reducing
poverty, promoting sustainable development and building

good governance. ’ ’

— Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary General



The third MDG looks at empowering women, and eliminating disparities
between girls and boys, and men and women. It specifically focuses on
promoting equality in access to education, and providing jobs to women.
It also looks at the representation of women in national Parliaments.

554
" THERE ARE EQUAL NUMBERS OF
BOYS AND GIRLS GOING TO SCHOOL

The unemployment rate among
females is twice that of males.

I oF MEN ARE
OF WOMEN ARE  UNEMPLOYED

UNEMPLOYED

2 6.6% i 3.2%
I.}_\

When looking at groups with equal qualification the disparity remains
e 6 6 o6 o6 o o o o o o hhﬁﬁﬁ
10.8% A P P AR AR I 4.5%

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONGST THOSE WITH AT LEAST
ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS




g .: @ @ The Sri Lankan Parliament comprises of only o0 ‘.. 000
0000000 0000000
0000000 13 Women outof

A ' 0000000
eooooee 225Parliamentarians eeeceecee
South Asia - 17.8%

Representation of Women in Parliaments: Sri Lanka - 5.8% Global -21.1%

Regional Participation of
Women in the Parliament

SRI LANKA LAGS
BEHIND MOST OF ITS
NEIGHBOURS

19.7%

6.5%
MALDIVES
5.8%
3 SRILANKA



PRIORITIES FOR THE WAY FORWARD

Provide training for women
in higher skilled
occupations

Support women to enter the

job market, for example with
flexible work arrangements.

Promote women'’s
leadership, especially in
politics.

Throughout the world, discrimination against women and girls is rampant, and in some cases
getting worse. But we also know equality for women is progress for all. Countries with higher levels
of gender equality have higher economic growth. Companies with more women on their Boards
have higher returns. Peace agreements that include women are more successful. Parliaments with
more women take up a wider range of issues - including health, education, anti-discrimination,
and child support.Gender equality and women’s empowerment have been a top priority for me
from day one as Secretary-General. ’ ’

— Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General




REDUCE CHILD
MORTALITY

Let us be the ones who say we do not accept that a child dies
every three seconds simply because he does not have the
drugs you and | have. Let us be the ones to say we are not
satisfied that your place of birth determines your right to
life. Let us be outraged, let us be loud, let us be bold. ' ,

= Brad Pitt, Actor

Gl



The fourth MDG calls upon countries to reduce child mortality by two-
thirds between 1990 and 2015. It looks at mortality rates for infants under
one year old and children under five. Since immunization against major
diseases has a large impact on reducing child mortality, the MDG also
looks at immunization against measles as a key indicator of progress.

Sri Lanka has successfully reduced both the infant
(under 1 year) and under 5 child mortality rates,
and if these trends continue - the MDG targets for
both will be reached by 2015.

- Under 5 years mortality rate per 1,000 live births

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births

REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY

17
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Immunization has been recognised as an essential componentin reducing
the under-five mortality rate.

By 12 months,
children in Sri Lanka
are inoculated
against a range of
diseases.

Diphtheria

Rubella
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Japanese
Encephalitis
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PRIORITIES FOR THE WAY
FORWARD

Continue to strengthen
O 1 health care services in
remote areas

02 Provide general
education around child
health issues

REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY
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IMPROVE MATERNAL it
HEALTH

When women can make free and informed choices in all
spheres of life, including marriage and spacing and number
of their children, they can reach their full potential. ’ ’

— Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin




The fifth MDG looks atimproving maternal health and providing universal
access to reproductive health services. While monitoring the maternal
mortality ratio, it also encourages countries to ensure that all births are
attended by skilled health personnel such as doctors and midwifes.
Access to family planning and contraceptives is also promoted, and
teenage pregnancies discouraged.

As with child mortality, maternal health statistics have improved markedly
due to improvements in the health and education sectors, as well as
overall improvements in living conditions and poverty.

Maternal mortality rates
per 100,000 live births
have fallen from close to
100 in 1990, to 33 in 2010.

This is an impressive
48
THAILAND

260

PAKISTAN

reduction, especially
when taking into account
regional performance.

200

MYANMAR

60
MALDIVES

33

e W e

IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH
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A major driver of this performance, has been the efforts taken to ensure
that all births are attended by skilled birth attendants

2.99.8%

In 2010 99.8% of births took
place in the presence of
skilled health workers

The MDG’s also track data on teenage pregnancies. Young mothers often
miss out on education and other socio-economic opportunities, and there
isample evidence globally to conclude that declining teenage pregnancies
helps to enhance gender equality and women’s empowerment.

20.0%

OF TEENAGERS HAVE EITHER GIVEN -
BIRTH OR BECOME PREGNANT BEFORE

THEIR 19TH BIRTHDAY.

HOWEVER,

THE TREND IS DOWNWARDS BETWEEN 2007 T0 2010



p)

Provide resources

and guidelines to
1 health service
providers

Improve the

knowledge and PRIORITIES
skill set o.f pu.blic FOR THE WAY
health midwives FORWARD

3

Enhance
reproductive

health emergency
preparedness and
response

IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH
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Governments will always play a huge part in solving big
problems. They set public policy and are uniquely able to
provide the resources to make sure solutionsreach everyone
who needs them. They also fund basic research, which is a
crucial component of the innovation that improves life for
everyone.

- Bill Gates




The sixth MDG focuses on how countries respond to major diseases. Due
to their scale globally, HIV/AIDS and Malaria are given special attention
and countries are asked to halt and reverse the incidence of both by 2015.
In Sri Lanka, the MDG Report has also looked at the spread of dengue and
measures being taken to control it.

2.

Sri Lanka remains one of the few countries in the
region with a low-level HIV prevalence. Less than
0.01% of the population is infected.

WITH INCREASING TOURIST ARRIVALS AND
MIGRATION OF POPULATION INTERNALLY AND
EXTERNALLY, THERE IS A POTENTIAL DANGER
IN INCREASING INFECTION RATES

o
8 244
o The Government launched the
8 National Policy on HIV/AIDS in
10: 7 2011 which aims to prevent new
% 2 infections by working with particularly
- : vulnerable groups, and ensure
2 c provision of comprehensive
2 : 68 care and treatment for
ET l people living with HIV.
2% mm

1990 2000 2012




There have been no malaria-related

deaths since 2007

Number of Malaria Cases

MALARIA HAS ALMOST BEEN
ELIMINATED IN SRI LANKA

WITH THE NUMBER OF CASES FALLING
FROM 264,549 CASES IN 1999 TO ONLY

23 CASESIN 2012

There have been no new indigenous
cases since November 2012



IN TERMS OF MOSQUITO BORNE DISEASES,
DENGUE REMAINS A KEY CONCERN

34,105
40,823

28,473

25,235

Number of Reported Cases
of Dengue 1992 to 2013
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The increasing incidence of dengue fever has become a priority health
issue and owners of premises with conditions favourable to breeding of
mosquitoes risk being charged.

0 1 ‘V Continue working to ‘

. prevent and control |
Maintain Vigi|ancé furthe;r transmission of 0 3
against malaria HIV/AIDS \

Sustain attention
to dengue

PRIORITIES FOR THE WAY FORWARD




ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

“ e 4

You must be the change you wish to see in the world. ’ ’

- Mahatma Gandh/



The seventh MDG is concerned with reversing the loss of environmental
resources such as forest cover, reducing biodiversity loss and monitoring
CO, emissions due to their impact on global warming. It also looks at
whether people have access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

As Sri Lanka develops and urban
areas grow, the area of land
covered by forest has declined

29.6%

FOREST LAND

Trees play an important role in addressing climate change
and assisting our agricultural areas to be more sustainable.
They do this by helping to reduce atmospheric (02 levels. They
can also assist in preventing salinity and soil erosion, and
providing shade, shelter, food and habitat to native animals.




Carbon dioxide emmissions
(Metric tons)

CO, EMMISSIONS, e ??(.'?:.1.1’.995

WHILE INCREASING e
UPTO 2004 THEN BEGAN 2004: 11,643

TO STABILIZE...
ot ...THERE IS A NEED FOR
® o °1990: 3,773 MORE RECENT DATA
TO ASSESS CURRENT
PROGRESS

Critically Endangered
Species in Sri Lanka

\ ’
7!\

65% of freshwater crabs, 35% of reptiles, 30% of amphibians, 29% of
bees and 26% of land snails are considered critically endangered




e
Access TOILET
to Basic

Santation

693%

. in1990

90%

in2013

01

Strengthen collection
and monitoring of
environmental data

PRIORITIESFOR ‘
THE WAY FORWARD

03

Take measures to
protect bio-diversity

02

_ Promote sustainable
economig development

Access to Safe
Drinking Water

The proportion of the
population with access
to safe drinking water
and basic sanitation
has increased.

68%

in 1992

90%

in2013

Safe Drinking Water



DEVELOP A GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIP FOR
DEVELOPMENT

One of the best ways countries can combat poverty is to
use development assistance to promote a growing private
sector, in which the poor can fully participate. ’ ’

—John Danilovich, former CEO Millennium Challenge Corporation



The eighth MDG calls for a global partnership where countries work
together to tackle poverty and promote development. The MDG reviews
how developed countries provide official development assistance, market
access and debt relief to developing nations. It also looks at whether
poorer countries benefit from new information and communication
technologies

Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) Flows to
Sri Lanka as a % of Gross National Income (GNI)

1 '53 1 44 ) | Sri Lanka became . 2012

a Middle Income Country,
reducing its access to | 'l 04
development aid :




GARMENTS ARE
SRILANKA'S

LARGEST EXPORT
PRODUCT,
CONSTITUTING

Over half of all exports from Sri Lanka
go to the US and the EU

43 PER CENT OF
TOTAL EXPORT
EARNINGS

24%

OF SRI LANKAN
EXPORTS GO TO THE

Us

32%

OF SRILANKAN
EXPORTS GO TO THE

Exports help drive economic growth, and
also earn foreign exchange which is needed
to pay for imports and to service debt
repayments.



Compared to other developing countries, Sri Lanka’s stock of
debt is relatively high. Export growth must therefore remain strong
to enable Sri Lanka to repay its loans and interest payments.

EXTERNAL DEBT
STOCKS TO EXPORTS

EXTERNAL DEBT

STOCKS TO GNI

B SriLanka Developing Countries

Access to New Technologies

SRI LANKA HAS MORE
MOBILE PHONES THAN PEOPLE

AT

177 SUBSCRIPTIONS PER
100 PEOPLE

But

1 3% RURAL HOUSEHOLDS

25% ESTATE SECTOR HOUSEHOLDS
AREYETTO OWN EITHER A FIXED OR
MOBILE TELEPHONE

“Sri Lanka’s mobile cellular prices
are among the lowest in the world,
ranking 14th globally”




Number of Internet and Email
Subscribers 1996-2012

1,365,655

With the growth in mobile
broadband service, the
number of internet and

e-mail users has started to

take-off

03

Support local Engage inregional = Continue to
businesses to and bilateral trade promote the
export new agreements that expansion of ICT,

products and result in lower especially to
access new global tariffs on Sri remote areas
markets Lankan exports

o o o
PRIORITIES FOR THE WAY FORWARD



With 2015 marking the end date for the MDGs, countries globally are
discussing what comes next.

At the 2014 September UN General Assembly meetings, countries will
review 17 proposed ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDGs) which carry
forward the focus areas of the MDGs but bring in a stronger emphasis
on environmental issues together with specific goals around inequality,
peace and good governance.

It is then expected that intergovernmental negotiations will begin, with
a view to endorsing globally the new SDGs at the UN Head of States and
Governments Summit in September 2015.

To keep updated on the post-2015 discussions please visit
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015.shtml

Source: Data included in this booklet is taken from the Draft Sri Lanka MDG
Country Report 2014, the Central Bank Annual Report 2013 and the UNDP
Human Development Report 2014.

Photo credits: United Nations Sri Lanka and the “My Sri Lanka, My Future”
Photography Competition on the Millennium Development Goals.
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2015810 SLewiged  LGHSTUITIOND ewwi(h  Bevdh&HBEHHHTEN  HTeLLILIG D)
AniHwemLujd  Hemeouled, DIBGHHI eSTOETLS  GBHBH  BTHH6T
o euaenmalul FHUled SHEUHSHIMTUITY 6U(HB GTB6IT.

20149110 eI OFIGLbUT LTS 2.BT GUTH Fnl L GHFH60, LHSTUIFLOTD
WIH BevdbGHHB6MeT Bevdb@HL LiGHBHmen (LpeTOaiBHHIF OF606)UHMBSHT6
‘HenevdFH(hBHDH dnlgwl SIIal(HHH Bevd@Gawen (SDG) 178emer BTBSH6I
Wenmuley GQFUILD. FIDSHHIIOGETENID, FIOTHTID OBMID HeLEOTL & (Lpewm
SlgliuemLufed alGFL EevdHEGHHEDHL 6T DeneWIHH FMBIF GHLO60 L WIS
OHTLII60 2 mIFHumer (PSHHUISHBHIUGHMS aILPHIGLD.

20158110 Siewi(y OFIGLIDUT 118 M&SW BTHHMET HENeVAITHET LOBMID
ST FTRIBHIGMT  OTHTLIged UHw  SDGBemer o svsenmaiuwl  Fauiled
(PSTEmeUSHGHID CHTHGL 6T, DIFFTRISHIBEDHDHE BenL Uleomer CUEFHaUTTHMmSB
IIDLINSGID 61601 CTHTUMTHSBLILIBHES BTBS).

20158B&L LTI HeVbHSHIMTWITL IHEG alguild CFUILBIH6NT:
www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015.shtml

epeuld: auenye] @evmiend MDG augdlell onfidama 2014, Devmiend SHHUI aIkIg

odend 2013, 1opmid 2014 walsh lalmeHH SpPsmasseied (UNDP) &mbal
®Obs OeueMuil wBsTer SHBHeueodHen GUBLILIL (HelTerTer.

B (UemBUILIL MISH6IT):  bdlul  HTHEH6T  @evmensd WBMID  “6Tleal  Be0men,
aer  eIgliameud” UsHsTulgomd orewih  Silalhhd @evdb@GHE6eNT  OIFTLTLITe

Yewali 1 Gumig
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